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IT ALL BEGINS WITH HEALTH:

USING A SUBSTANCE USE HEALTH LENS TO
ACHIEVE BROAD IMPROVEMENTS IN
DRUG AND GOVERNMENT POLICY

This side event will provide an opportunity to understand the principles of health with
respect to substance use. Taking a strength-based approach to increasing the health
outcomes of people who use or used substances. Prioritizing health offers
opportunities for divergent and sometimes conflicting perspectives to develop shared
outcomes and accountability. Practically, use of a health lens to assess the
effectiveness of policies and regulations recognizes that improved health outcomes
are the common ground these divergent points of view can gather on to make
progress in this field.
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